HCT

Tom Barrett
continues on his
mission to get the
world’s educators
inspiring each other in
140 characters or fewer
with some creative
lesson suggestions...

ver the last couple of issues we've In this activity the children are not told what  are given a real purpose for their investigation,
O been exploring how to begin to do or how to search, nor are they which changes their motivation for the task.
building an education network using instructed about what features to use. They  They are explorers, not tourists.
Twitter — and looking at some of the ways _ __‘
this social networking tool has impacted ibrary - found you! o the
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this, the last of my mini-series of features on
the subject, | will offer some tried and tested
ideas from the chalkface for making practical
use of Twitter in lessons. | hope they will
inspire you to continue building your own
network; and perhaps come up with some
tweet-driven activities of your own to pass
on to fellow teachers!

GeoTweets

Ask those in your Twitter network (your
"tweeps’) for a small bit of information about
where they teach, and then challenge your
children to locate the relevant schools using
these clues, and the internet. This is a great
starting point for pupils when learning how
to search using Google Earth or Google
Maps. They must seek out visual evidence and
verify that the location has been identified —

when we tried this, we were able to prove to International Twist wishes as the US and UK schools return to a

a teacher in America that we had found her The global reach of a Twitter network new term at the same time. Last year |

school from the name of the American gives it the potential to work as a wonderful ~ invited my network to help contribute to an

football team painted on its field! resource for gathering real life perspectives assembly with their own thoughts about
from people in other countries. Why not this fresh beginning.

C share these with the children in a class or In the assembly I invited the children to

whole school assembly? For example, explain their feelings and reflections on the

‘ v Twitter has been buzzing recently with well ~ first few days of school. We discussed what
they were looking forward to, and any

apprehensions they had. | then added an

international twist, by sharing some of the

[ € thoughts from my Twitter network on the
subject, finishing with lan Usher’s reflection
that a new term is ‘like a fresh piece of
paper with nothing bad from last term
written on it". The youngsters really liked

that thought, and it ended the assembly in
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iusher @tombarrett I’'m in Aylesbury, Bucks. A new term is a
fresh piece of paper with nothing bad from last term written
on it. Now, where's my pen? 10:19 AM September 04, 2008
from twhirl in reply to tombarrett

tasteach @tombarrett as a teacher, new kids, new ideas to try
out, more technology to use in particular 10:18 AM September
04, 2008 from twhirl in reply to tombarrett

tasteach @tombarrett time to start afresh, forget what
happened in the past, start anew with new friends and new
teacher 10:16 AM September 04, 2008 from twhirl in reply to
tombarrett

cwoldhuis @tombarrett Excitement, learning new things, new
adventures and a little scary - Chris - Sydney, Australia 10:03
AM September 04, 2008 from web in reply to tombarrett

HGJohn @tombarrett Good luck with the new term. Olympics
theme: what you can achieve if you try really hard? Stockport
9:28 AM September 04, 2008 from web in reply to tombarrett

skinnyboyevans @tombarrett means the smell of new pencil
cases and box fresh notebooks 9:28 AM September 04, 2008
from web in reply to tombarrett

talbert @tombarrett Sydney, means fresh opportunities,
excitement born of refreshed visions and plans for
collaborations 9:02 AM September 04, 2008 from web in reply
to tombarrett

jonesieboy@tombarrett quite possible - maybe a 1 in 4 chance? East

Lothian, Scotland 09:22 AM March 04, 2008 from web in reply to
tombarrett 5/
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PART THREE

Recently a teacher from Australia visited
our school (as a result of arrangements and
connections made via Twitter, of course!) He
referred to the interactions with his Twitter
network as being his most important
professional development. | have heard this
statement made by many different teachers
from across the world, and | also believe it
to be true.

With that in mind my final Twitter
challenge is a simple one - continue
building your Twitter network. Regularly
invest some time in making new
connections with teachers across the world
and use the ideas we have explored over
the past three issues... and | am sure you to
will come to consider your Twitter network
an invaluable resource.

Good luck; and see you on Twitter -
@tombarrett - http://tbarrett.edublogs.org
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techicebreaker@tombarrett It will
definitely snow today here in
Detroit and probaly will continue

snowing through 7:00am Wed. Maybe a
snow day?

techicebreaker about 1m ago via web in
reply to tombarrett

‘ probable

buthaina@tombarrett It

may/might/could snow here in

Kuwait this October, according to
recent local weather reports.

buthaina Al Othman about 17m ago via
Facebook in reply to tombarrett

! jonesieboy@tombarrett quite i
possible - maybe a 1 in 4 chance?, pOSSI ble
East Lothian, Scotland.

Robert Jones about 2h ago via web in
reply to tombarrett

markw29@tombarrett Very unlikely
- Deal, Kent, UK

Mark Warner about 8m ago via
wtitterific in reply to tombarrett

fceblog@tombarrett | live in
Buenos Aires and snow is
supposed to be out of the
question on this latitude. There was an
exception last year, though.
Claudia Ceraso about 5m ago via web

in reply to tombarrett . Im pOSSI ble




