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chilg*en todesign ad builda
simple vehicle which would then
ibe raced ameek later in the
Ipresence of Russell Eacot, Team
Boss of British Formula 3 team 5+
Sport; and Formula 3 driver
"sMenasheHIdafar. The children
{-were also informied that Russell
andMenasheh wetild be .
selecting.12 pupils workion the

*| basis of thieirabilify'to stick to the
+ design brief, their commitment

and enthusiasm to the project
and, oficourse, the speed of their
cat Swith thelucky few receiving
« a VIP trackside _experiéncg at
October's F3evertt at Silverstone.
In the week following the
announcement of theproject, the
pupils at St Matthias not enly
spent classroorfitime working on
their veflicles, they also dedicated
theimpwritime at home to the
research, designand
construetion process: This desire
o work on the project away from
school and also the interest
shéwn by parents was ohe.of
the positive aspects of the whole
experience fer Emmaas she
explained that 'en'ggg‘ing parents
hadprovena difficult taskin - ¢
the past: ap 'y i

.

. ! After all the preparation by
the pupils, teachersand
everyone else involvedin the
project,the day of tiie event
was preceded with a sense of
anticipation forall &on_cemc—_:d ¥
and, as Emma explained, the "
Formuila 3 representatives did
not djSappgint. "When'the,
team camein they were!
absolutelybrilliant; they let the
childrenlook round the truck,
they let them getinthe cat,
they;talked about the tyres
and asked questions about
friction that relafed to tyre
choice, They were making '
links to all the things the pupils®

had done in the classroom and',

makingitreal.” '

Racing ahead i

This ability to draw upon what
the children had learnt in‘class
and continuously refer back to
« it had been one of the project’s
main objéctives from the
outset, and it has helped the
pupils to see the tangible

benefits of their classroom

+ based L:ducation. “They learnt

that the thingswe do in school
are transferable skills and we & *
were it explicit as teachersin
showing them that what they'd
been taught inthe classroom
hadareasonand this was an
example of that,” '
_Not only focusing on the
science and design behind,
motiohand'yehicles, the project
also cha]lengleg thechildren's
oraland written skills-as they
had+to present their vehicle to
the T=Sport team and explain
the specificshehind the design.
I Bmma's opinion, this ability to

i

engage and challenge pupilson '

so manylevelsis whatmade the
project a'sudcess. Anddespite
the harq work and pérsonal
time sheand the other staff put
intothe organisation, she
finished telling us that shethatl
been humbled by the children's
enthusiasm and that the event
had inspired some pupils to'seek
apossible career in engineering.

- Take the wheel

* With British drivers competing

at the highest level in the world
of motorsport and Formula1
remaining free-to-air via the
BBC, the popularity and scope
of motorsport continues to
grow. The scientific and
technological relevance of the
sport also ensures it has
pertinent links to education and
learning opportunities for
primary school pupils
throughout the UK. Here are
just two of the current initiatives
that your school can get
involved with:

RACE TO LEARN

(racetolearn.org)

In association with Williams F1,
the Race to Learninitiative isa
cross-curricular teaching
resource that inducts children
into the world of Formula1and
looks at every aspect of the
industry from the science
behind the cars to the business
behind the sponsorship. Linked
to relevant National Curriculum
objectives, the children benefit
from areal life learning
experience that engages what
they learn in class. Teachers
needn’t worry about a lack of
prior knowledge as resources
and teacher’s notes ensures
anyone undertaking the
scheme is au fait before
starting.

F1INSCHOOLS

(flinschools.co.uk)

Running both primary and
secondary school schemes, the
F1in Schools programme
challenges students to design,
manufacture and race
miniature F1 cars. Also looking
closely at the commercial,
financial and creative side of the
sport, students are required to
go beyond the scientific
demands of the project and
utilise many cross-curricular
disciplines. The real life learning
experience teaches pupils the
importance of teamwork and
leadership within the sport
whilst also highlighting the
tangible benefits of their
education and giving them the
opportunity to compete against
other schools.




