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The teachers

> “Thekids are
more settled.
They are
calmer, they are
playing across
the age ranges
more - there's
more buddying,
with older
children helping younger children.”

> “They are definitely more active. Thereis a
lot more running about rather than just
standing on the concrete... it is a great team
building thing.”

The supervisors

> “You see such a difference in the kids’
behaviour. There is not so much fighting,
there is not so much contact because they
have got something to do.”

The pupils

> “See before it was just plain concrete and
grass so it is much funner now you get to play
more and do more things.”

> “When we had the normal playground all we
could play was football.”

WHAT
THINK?

VIEWS ON THE NEW
PLAYGROUND FROM
STAFF AND CHILDREN AT
THORNLIE PRIMARY...

Alastair Seaman manages Grounds for Learning,
LTL’s programme in Scotland. He is an
experienced manager with a background in
business and the charitable sector.

Transforming the outdoors

When headteacher David Hughes arrived at Thornlie
Primary School in North Lanarkshire seven years ago,
vandalism, graffiti and weekend drinking on the
school premises happened regularly. “We had plenty
of outside space, but there was a real failure to realise
its potential. The local community felt little ownership
of the facilities.” Hughes explains.

The school involved pupils and other community
members in a gradual process of making changes.
Within weeks of being painted, some new playground
markings were vandalised, but with the persistence
and the commitment of pupils, other changes - such as
murals to brighten the school buildings - began to be
left untouched.

Funding from Inspiring Scotland’s Go Play
programme enabled Thornlie to transform the
outdoor play opportunities at the school. Balancing
and jumping activities are enabled through the
provision of boulders and timber structures in
previously open area of grass; simple landscaping to
include hillocks and dips allow children to run, climb
and roll; and the provision of loose natural materials
has seen children lifting sand, bark, logs and poles.

The physical changes to the space required a similar
shift in the culture, policy and practice of the school
and its pupils, as well as the wider community. Thornlie
used parents’ evenings and open days to introduce the
development of new play policies and a risk benefit
framework, highlighting the value of adventurous
outdoor play and the role of risk and challenge in
helping children be more physically active and
confident. The school underpinned its new outdoor
play culture by providing training for teachers and
lunchtime supervisors in how to support active play
effectively.

Thornlie recently received a glowing evaluation
from HMIE. David Hughes, too, has seen promising
improvements in children’s social interaction and
creativity: “Children who come to us haven’t always
been well guided in how to sort out conflict,” he says.
“We have never had a year with no suspensions, and a
number of these previously started in the playground.
Teaching children to emotionally problem solve
remains high on our agenda, but as we enter the
summer term we have had zero exclusions this
session.”



