third day back after summer, and Aunts

Spiker and Sponge, played by members of
staff, are on stage, speaking in gruff tones.
Enter James — another member of staff — who,
grasping his suitcase, approaches the two sisters
apprehensively. He's just been told his parents
were eaten by an escaped rhinoceros whilst on
a shopping trip to London. Now an orphan,
James has been sent to live with his two cruel
aunts.

At this point, Spiker and Sponge begin
reciting the passage from James and the Giant
Peach in which James is told what to expect from
his new life near the white cliffs of Dover. Finally,
the unsightly pair turn to their audience and say:

“Imagine if you weren’t allowed to have any
friends, weren't allowed to meet with any
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Form a friendship committee with
representatives from all classes to help with
friendship problems in school. This could
include a ‘friend finder’ scheme.

Make a ‘friendship tree’. The children can
write acts of friendship they've encountered on
'leaves' and hang these on the tree. Read these
out in assembly once a week or term.

It is assembly time, perhaps the second or
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® children your own age and were never
allowedkoyt to play Well, that’s what
happened to James in Roald Dahl’s James
and the Giant Peach. But before you get
worried, it all turned out well in the end
and James had more friends than he could

ever wish fos’

And so you can introduce the activities below
in the run up to Roald Dahl Day (13th
September, roalddahlday.com), a month-long
celebration which also happens to be the 50th
anniversary of James and the Giant Peach.

The story has its fair share of sadness and
angst, but used sensitively it has much to teach
us about the importance of friendship, and we
can also enjoy the lighter side of the tale with
some creative activities.

However, you'll need to get cracking as Roald
Dahl Day isn't long into the new school term. It's
also important that children have a firm grasp of the
story, so you could either read James and the Giant
Peach as an end of day activity, or during shared
reading sessions in literacy.

* games and the Giant Peach is 50 this year. So
why not bite into Dave Lewis' juicy KS2

- project inspired by the Roald Dahl classic?
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dames and the Giant Peach is perfect for

illustrating the importance of friendship. Al
children have friends, but sometimes they can be
taken for granted. The first activity will help the
children empathise with James and understand
what friendship brings to their lives.

Tell the children that, for the purpose of the
activity, they must spend a break time separate
from their friends. They mustn’t go near them,
speak to them or play with them.

At the end of break, ask the children to write
down how they felt having no friends to be with
or play with. In this way they can relate to how
James must have been feeling.

Now ask them to get together with their best
friend or friends to write out friendship
statements. Each member of the group or pair
should write down as many things as they can
remember that their friend has done for them that
show they're a good friend. You could encourage
the children to write these statements
anonymously as this gives you the chance to slip in

1You've got a friend









